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PRESENTATION LETTER 

Honorable Delegates,  

Welcome to the XVII Fórum FAAP. It’s our pleasure to present the comitee of 

the International Labour Organization (ILO), which this year will discuss the “revision 

of the media professional risk status and it’s impacts in press freedom”. A topic that is 

relevant mostly because freedom of the media has been deteriorating around the world 

over the past decade and in some of the most influential democracies around the globe, 

populist leaders are threatening the truth and independence of the media sector and the 

lives of its working journalists.  

The Chair will be composed by Ana Ferrari, Isabella Lopes and Rafaella Sestini. 

Ana and Isabella are currently coursing the 4th semester of International Relations, 

while Rafaella is coursing the 6th semester. We composed member of the staff in the 

last edition of the Fórum, helping to develop the United Nations High Commissioner for 

Refugees (UNHCR), the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) and UN 

Women, respectively.  

The International Labour Organization is devoted to promoting social justice 

and internationally recognized human and labour rights, pursuing its founding mission 

that social justice is essential to universal and lasting peace. We hope you all can 

contribute with your wise and well-founded opinion argument and agreed solution with 

propositions to deal with the issue in question.  

With the aim of having high-level debates and generating high-quality outputs everyone 

must effectively participate. Despite the fundamental role of the Chair, it’s you, the 

Delegates, who make any discussion interesting and fructiferous. Therefore, we ask that 

you prepare in every possible way.  

Beyond the academic aspect, the Chair and Forum FAAP are working to make 

the 2020 experience unforgettable in every sense. Thus, be sure to participate in all of 

the cultural activities, get-togethers and everything that this marvelous event has to 

offer. Work hard, have fun and live the Fórum at all times. We are sure that the final 

result will be excellent.  
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COMMITTEE’S HISTORY 

The International Labour 

Organization (ILO) was established 101 

years ago, being the very first of United 

Nation ́s specialized agencies. In 1919, 

the world was experiencing tremendous 

changes. The industrial revolution had 

drastically modified the concept of 

work and society as a whole. As the 

cities grew larger, countries became 

more developed and the working class 

more exploited. In this scenario 

miscellaneous ideologies were born and 

grew stronger. After the Russian 

Revolution in 1917, many countries 

started to fear the possibility of 

rebellion of their proletariat and felt the 

need to give the workers their basic 

right in order to avoid those possible 

consequences. After World War I and 

the massive destruction that it brought, 

the hopes to construct a more equal and 

righteous society took the nations to 

search for more diplomatic means to 

guarantee that the atrocities and 

devastation of the war would not 

happen again. The League of Nations 

was idealized to ensure the ideals of the 

post war system and so was ILO. 

Although the concept of the 

organization had already been idealized 

before – with the fear of the expansion 

of communism, which was already a 

subject of great importance – it was 

only in 1919 that it was finally 

formalized.  

ILO was created as a part of the 

Treaty of Versailles (1919), the treaty 

between the winning countries of World 

War I, after its end. Our organization 

reflects Woodrow Wilson’s ideals that 

guided the progress of the negotiations; 

the belief that universal peace can be 

accomplished by the cooperation of 

States, based on social justice. ILO 

played a role on various historical 

conjectures after it was created, such as 

The Great Depression decolonization, 

the emancipation of Poland from 

dictatorship and the victory over 

apartheid in South Africa, and continues 

to build a better working environment 

for nations worldwide.  

The Declaration of Philadelphia 

set out in 1944 our key principles after 

the end of World War II, which includes 

that “labour is not a commodity” and 

that “all human beings, irrespective of 

race, creed or sex, have the right to 

pursue both their material well-being 
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and their spiritual development in 

conditions of freedom and dignity, of 

economic security and equal 

opportunity”. ILO became a specialized 

agency of the United Nations in 1946.  

We act where conditions of 

labour exists involving injustices, 

hardship and privation to large numbers 

of people; where the failure of any 

nation to adopt humane conditions of 

labour threatens the peace and harmony 

of States and the International System. 

The areas of improvement include the 

regulation of working time and labour 

supply, the prevention of 

unemployment and provision of a 

proper living wage and social protection 

of the workers. We also recognize a few 

key principles, for example the 

importance of opportunities for 

vocational and technical education, 

remuneration for work of equal value 

and the freedom of association. The 

ILO brings together governments, 

employers and workers representatives 

(The Tripartite Constituents) of 187 

member States. The Organization won 

the Nobel Peace Prize in 1969, it’s 50th 

anniversary. ILO serves its tripartite 

constituents and society as a whole by 

formulating international programs and 

policies to promote basic human rights 

to enhance employment opportunities 

and improve working and living 

conditions; creating labour standards 

and a system to supervise it’s 

application and practice; and promoting 

activities to train, educate and 

encourage research to help advance our 

effort.  

Our Program and Budget are 

based on a Strategic Plan that is 

established every two years and 

describes what ILO is expected to do 

and achieve, it’s specific strategies and 

the resources required to deliver those 

results. Its actions are aligned with the 

national development plans of each 

country through Decent Work Country 

Programs (DWCPs) and UN planning 

frameworks. We have three main 

founding sources: the Regular Budget 

funded by contributions by member 

States, based on the scale of 

assessments of the UN; the Regular 

Budget Supplementary Account funded 

by voluntary core contributions; and 

Extra-Budgetary Technical Cooperation 

resources, funded by voluntary non-core 

contributions including public and 
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private organizations, IFIs and UN 

entities, in support of specific projects.  

Today we are living on a 

multilateral system, with the United 

Nations at its core. UN’s job, ILO 

included, is to make sustainable actions 

a political priority for every State, 

creating a more coherent system-wide 

operational practices, joining efforts 

with many partners at global and 

regional levels and placing social justice 

alongside with international economic 

and social policies.  

In 2015, Guy Ryder, from UK, 

was re-elected Director-General of the 

ILO and emphasized at the 104th 

Session of the International Labour 

Conference that the future of work is 

not predetermined. With that said, ILO 

established the Global Commission on 

the Future of Work, putting that decent 

work is possible in every society, as 

long as they make it happen. Its job is to 

guarantee a deep examination of the 

future of work to provide an analytical 

basis for our work in social justice in 

the 21st century. It has produced 

independent reports on how we need to 

act in order to create decent and 

sustainable work opportunities for 

everyone. The member States meet at 

the International Labour Conference, 

which is held every year in Geneva, 

Switzerland (ILO’s headquarters) in 

June. The delegates can express 

themselves freely since they all have the 

same rights. Many of them are cabinet 

ministers who take care of the labour 

affairs in their own countries. 

International Organizations can 

participate as observers.  

The Member States of the UN 

agreed on 17 goals that expresses the 

aspirations of people worldwide for a 

healthy planet, peace and prosperity, 

adopting the Sustainable Development 

Goals (2015). The most important part 

of that agreement, for ILO, was that 

they reflected a major concern to 

achieve decent work for all. It has 

showed us that social justice is a part of 

an international effort for political 

change and economic growth.  

The Decent Work initiative 

unites the aspirations of the working 

class, involving opportunities for work 

with a fair income, a secure workplace, 

freedom to express their concern, 

equality of opportunities and treatment, 

to participate the decision making that 
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affects their lives and social protection 

for their families. ILO developed an 

agenda for the community, with job 

creations, rights at work and social 

protection, including gender equality.  

ILO’s major concern at the 

moments has been the increasing 

demand of urgency among international 

police-makers, marked by the wake of 

the global financial and economic crises 

of 2008, to deliver quality jobs to 

eliminate poverty with sustainable work 

and economic growth. The new 2030 

Agenda for Sustainable Development 

calls the promotion of sustainable 

economic growth by the employment of 

decent work, widely embedded in many 

of the 17 goals of UN’s new 

development vision.  

PROBLEM’S HISTORY 

Journalists and media 

professionals often see themselves in 

poor and even dangerous working 

conditions, the execution of the 

profession and the transmission of 

information by the media with the 

responsibility of transmitting the true 

about what is happening in different 

parts of the globe goes, in many times, 

against the possible government 

interests. This problem unfortunately is 

not something new, in fact censorship 

and the control of the media by the 

government is as old as the press itself. 

In 16th to 19th century in 

France, the monarchy often tried (and 

succeed) in control the information 

transmitted by the press in a desperate 

attempt to try to hide the country’s 

political situation, needless to say it was 

against the monarchy’s interest that the 

country’s reality would be registered 

and transmitted. Although 19th century 

France is certainly far away of our 

reality in the present moment it is 

interesting to see that some debates are 

still in discussion today, for example: 

the “revolutionary journalism” played a 

huge role in the French Revolution and 

in the fall of the old regime, were many 

professionals were severely punished 

for their criticism of the monarchy, 

some even faced the death penalty. And 

it was in the “post-revolutionary” 

France that the freedom of press was 

seen as a fundamental human right. 

Even though the world has 

advanced when it comes to the defense 

of freedom of press, transparency of the 
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governments and human rights as a 

whole, a lot more has to be done. 

UNESCO (United Nations Educational, 

Scientific and Cultural Organization) 

has emitted a significant numbers of 

reports showing concern by the present 

conditions of the media professionals 

and how their conditions is alarming by 

the rising authoritarian governments and 

regimes and their indiscriminate use of 

censorship, police brutality and other 

abusive ways to control, at all costs the 

informations of what is happening in 

their country to come to public 

knowledge. 

As an organization that defends 

human rights and human dignity, 

UNESCO has released a series of 

reports and articles to inform the 

general populations of the present 

conditions. The need of chance is real is 

society as hole has a obligation to 

defend freedom of press and to assure 

that no abuse is done by any regime 

towards is people. 

PROBLEM DEFINITION 

Never before in world history 

humanity has seen such a tremendous 

flux of information. The creation of 

internet and the trivialization of  it´s use 

have created na unprecedented scenario 

where the vast majority of people are 

provided with ilimited access for 

numerous sources of information and in 

many cases with few or no control. In 

today´s world the media have a crucial 

role in society and politics and the 

debate about freedom press is presented 

in many segments.  

The role played by the media in 

order to report irregularities and abuses 

committed by the governments are 

numerous during recent history.  In 

2010 the world has seen the series of 

conflicts that happened in the Middle 

East and in North Africa known as 

“Arab Spring” where social media 

played a crucial role allowing the 

people to exchange information and to 

organize themselves during the 

conflicts, between the reasons for the 

revolution the people claimed for 

democracy and freedom. This is only an 

example of how the media is essential 

in modern society and how powerful it 

can be, it is a key tool to “monitor” 

one´s government commitment with 

humans rights. Therefore journalists 

around the globe serve a very important 
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role for society as a role and should 

have their rights guaranteed. When one 

government makes significant efforts in 

order to prevent the release of 

information and new the media it is 

often an indication that something 

should not be acknowledged, the 

international system is often ased on 

trust and transparency within it´s actors 

and the government´s imposition for 

reprehension of press freedom is often 

seen with concern in the international 

community. 

In 1985 the organization 

“Reporters Sans Frontières” (Reporters 

Without Borders) was created in France 

with the intention to assure freedom 

press , the organization acts towards the 

combat of censorship and to promote 

better work conditions for journalists, 

that are often exposed to dangerous 

situations due to the execution of their 

job.  Since the year 2002 Reporters 

Without Borders have been producing a 

World Rank of Freedom Press where 

the working conditions of journalists 

and media professionals are rated in 

more than 180 countries, the creation of 

the World Rank of Freedom Press 

represents a mark since it was the first 

kind of tool to allow such a wide notion 

of the conditions faced in each country. 

In 2018 the organization have reported 

an increase of intolerance towards 

journalists, especially by political 

leaders. In 2018 the White House have 

officially banned CNN´s reporter Jim 

Costa after an argument between him 

and the president Donald Trump. The 

Organization also classified the present 

situation in Latin America and Brazil 

“alarming”, especially in Mexico that 

was considered “one of the worse 

countries for freedom press” by the 

organization. Brazil also received 

criticism towards police hostility and 

dangerous conflicts that often placed 

reporters in risky situations. In general 

the organization showed worry about 

the increase of authoritarian attitudes 

against the professionals.  

 The rise of the extremist 

governments and authoritarianism does 

represent an increase in the risks faced 

by the media professionals in the 

execution of their jobs, the situation in 

the present moment is very alarming, 

specially taking in consideration that 

there is no universal agreement or 

treated that ensures freedom o press. As 
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history teaches the scolding of media 

and governmental interference in what 

is supposed to be shown and what is 

supposed to be hidden are often linked 

with disrespect towards the human 

rights and is often seen as a red flag for 

the government’s intentions, we often 

see these patterns of controlling 

behavior and censorship in late 

dictatorships and regimes, taking this in 

consideration it would be correct to say 

that the way one´s government treats 

freedom of press and the rights of 

journalists can be seen as an indicator of 

their political situation and status. In 

2019, American journalist Cody 

Weddle was arrested in Venezuela and 

had his equipment damaged and seized. 

His arrest totalizing 36 arrests of media 

professionals by the Maduro´s 

government in that year, such events are 

not isolated and the need of changes are 

urgent.  

In order to value and protect the 

human rights the international 

community needs to be aware of the 

actual violations to prevent them from 

happening and censorship and 

authoritarianism bring enormous 

complications to these aspects. In fact 

UNESCO (The United Nations 

Educational, Scientific and Cultural 

Organization) does promote the 

freedom of expression and the freedom 

of press as a basic human right and 

defends strongly the right of access to 

information by the public, the 

organization also reinforces that: 

A free press is not a luxury that can 

wait for better times; rather, it is part of 

the very process which can bring about 

better times. Freedom of the press 

should not be viewed solely as the 

freedom of journalists to report and 

comment. It is strongly correlated with 

the public’s right of access to 

knowledge and information.
1
 

(UNESCO, 2006) 

Taking these factors in 

consideration it is plausible to say that 

press freedom is not a topic of exclusive 

concern of one´s country sovereignty 

when it is clear that it is deeply involved 

with the conservation of the human 

dignity and a key whole when it comes 

to vouch that one´s population is not 

                                                           
1
 Available at: 

http://www.unesco.org/new/en/unesco/events/pr

izes-and-celebrations/celebrations/international-

days/world-press-freedom-day/previous-

celebrations/worldpressfreedomday20090000/fr

eedom-of-information-and-the-press/  

 

http://www.unesco.org/new/en/unesco/events/prizes-and-celebrations/celebrations/international-days/world-press-freedom-day/previous-celebrations/worldpressfreedomday20090000/freedom-of-information-and-the-press/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/unesco/events/prizes-and-celebrations/celebrations/international-days/world-press-freedom-day/previous-celebrations/worldpressfreedomday20090000/freedom-of-information-and-the-press/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/unesco/events/prizes-and-celebrations/celebrations/international-days/world-press-freedom-day/previous-celebrations/worldpressfreedomday20090000/freedom-of-information-and-the-press/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/unesco/events/prizes-and-celebrations/celebrations/international-days/world-press-freedom-day/previous-celebrations/worldpressfreedomday20090000/freedom-of-information-and-the-press/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/unesco/events/prizes-and-celebrations/celebrations/international-days/world-press-freedom-day/previous-celebrations/worldpressfreedomday20090000/freedom-of-information-and-the-press/
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placed in situations of abuse in any 

ways and also to make sure that no 

tyrannical or oppressive regime will 

occur. 

This committee seeks to 

promote debate about the importance 

and needs of compromise about this 

topic. Our intention is to help the 

present delegations to achieve fair 

conclusions about the current reality of 

this topic and also to reason possible 

measures to improve these conditions in 

a way that would benefit society as a 

role, promoting respect towards the 

media´s professionals and helping to 

secure the fulfillment of respect for 

humans rights and also governments 

lucidity.  

 

PREVIOUS RESOLUTIONS 

Media professionals who are 

dedicated to investigating the misdeeds 

of power, the suspicious cases that 

require investigation, the facts that 

displease their vested interests, or 

among others, are at great risk. Still 

researches have shown that the number 

of professional journalists killed has 

fallen considerably. 

1035 Professional Journalists Killed 

in the past 15 years 

 

Available at: https://rsf.org/en/journalists-
killed 

 

2017: Least Deadly Year for 

Journalists in 14 years 

One of the reasons for this fall is 

explained by the downward trend it is 

due to the fact that journalists have 

abandoned countries that have become 

extremely dangerous. Some countries 

such as Syria, Libya and Yemen are 

linked to this issue. Thus, these 

professionals also ended up choosing 

another less dangerous career. 

On the other hand, this trend 

may be occurring due to some 

campaigns carried out by international 

NGOS and media organizations about 

the need protect journalists even further. 

Further security training has encouraged 

to better prepare these professionals for 

visits to adverse and unfriendly areas.  
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In 2015 were created A Culture 

of Safety (ACOS) Alliance aimed at 

securing freelancers, in the same way 

that staffers are already. All this to help 

develop and adopt global standards for 

protection of freelancers, through the 

alliance between news companies, 

journalists’ organizations and 

freelancers. 

The intense pressure of 

governments and international bodies 

through NGOS, as RSF working in the 

defense and protection of journalists, 

has also shown great results. Together 

with United Nations General Assembly 

and the Security Council, the United 

Nations Human Rights Council and the 

Council of Europe, the RSF has made 

recommendations regarding the safety 

of journalists that have been reflected in 

various resolutions. One of its last 

achievements was affiliated with the 

UN General Assembly, with the main 

focus on the risks, specifically, faced by 

professional women in fulfilling their 

work and in combating sexist 

discrimination, violence and 

harassment. 

Commending the work of RSF 

(Reporters Without Borders), this has 

made several advances, as mentioned 

earlier, an initiative for the creation of a 

Special Representative to the United 

Nations Secretary General for the safety 

of journalists. This is an urgent question 

for those who want to end up with 

violence against these professionals and 

ensure access to information around the 

world. Others of its deeds has been the 

Information and Democracy 

Commission in 2018 whose goal is to 

ensure freedom of opinion and 

expression in the world of information 

and communication; the Journalist Trust 

Initiative in 2018 who was created to 

promote trustworthy journalism; and so 

many other achievements that were 

essential to help this important career. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RSF Research: 2016 World Press 

Freedom Index – leaders paranoid 

about journalists 
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Another great supporter of press 

freedom is UNESCO. As a United 

Nations agency has one of tis mandates 

the promotion of freedom of expression, 

which includes freedom of press and 

information. The agency sees these as 

essential rights of democracy, 

development and dialogue as pre-

conditions to also ensure all other 

rights. Therewith, the advances in press 

freedom in all types of media have 

included efforts with awareness and 

advocacy efforts, such as the celebration 

of the annual Press Freedom Day (May 

3). The organization also contributes to 

the stiffening of the standards of 

professionals with a mechanism for 

training and self-regulation. Therefore, 

UNESCO continues with a sensitive 

approach to the issue and pays 

attentions to countries with conflict, 

post-conflict and transition areas. 

The One Free Press also has the 

mission defending journalists by means 

of information from the collective 

public of member organizations, thus 

assists those who are under attack by 

seeking the truth. 

 

Available at: 

ttps://www.onefreepresscoalition.com/news/j

anuary-2020-press-release 

 

Available at: 

https://www.onefreepresscoalition.com/ 

In conclusion, this is the brief 

overview of the actions that have been 

taken to lessen the risks when working 

with the media and the struggle for 

freedom of the press. Hence, all this has 

helped to ensure a means for 
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professionals with better projections, 

even if it is inserted in a hostile 

environment that we currently live in, in 

the age of disinformation and insecurity. 

 

PANORAMAS 

• Central America (Cuba, Mexico and 

Guatemala)  

The Cuban State is a self-styled 

one-party socialist republic and has a 

monopoly on traditional media. The 

constitution prohibits privately owned 

media and journalists are threatened and 

watched by the government’s security 

agents. But recently independent online 

journalism has expanded in tandem with 

the expansion of internet access and that 

improvement, after 59 years of 

repression under the Castro family, 

constitutes hope for the future of press 

freedom in Cuba.  

Meanwhile, organized crime in 

the other two States represents great 

danger to their journalists, being 

Mexico Latin America’s deadliest 

country for the profession. Their 

governments are failing to protect the 

ones who risk their lives to deliver a 

good story. Obrador has pledged to 

“care for and protect” journalists, and so 

far, the murders have diminished, so 

there’s hope. However, for Guatemala, 

a national mechanism for the protection 

of journalists was due to 2016, being 

postponed repeatedly.  

• South America (Ecuador, Paraguay 

and Uruguay)  

Counting zero murders of media 

professionals in the year of 2019, these 

three States of South America 

represents a model and new hope for the 

independent media all around. A media 

that independs on government and 

public politics regarding the protection 

of their journalists. In Ecuador, Moreno 

has defused tension between the 

government and private media, while in 

Uruguay, a law has been approved to 

encourage media pluralism. That 

doesn’t mean that these countries 

represent no threat to the media 

professionals. There are still several 

cases of intimidation of journalists that 

cover sensitive cases as well as self-

censorship, mostly along the borders of 

Paraguay, Brazil and Argentina, 

regarding drug trafficking and 

corruption.  



 

15 
 

• Central Europe (Switzerland and 

Czech Republic)  

The collapse of traditional 

newspaper in a country like Switzerland 

with many newspapers but a small 

number of readers has set off a wave of 

cost-cutting. Switzerland continues to 

enjoy an impressive level of press 

freedom, but with an increase in 

ownership concentration linked to the 

digital revolution, the situation of the 

print media is worrying. In a promising 

parallel development, several new 

media publishing solely online have 

emerged in recent years. Their focus is 

on quality journalism, which the Swiss 

still appreciate, but the authorities are 

being very restrictive with transparency 

- a right that is vital for investigative 

and data journalism. Their media 

professionals are demanding more.  

In Czech Republic, things are a 

lot different. Outrageous words and 

gestures being propagated by the 

highest level of the state open the way 

to excesses of every sort. Journalists are 

being hatred towards, physically 

attacked and accused of manipulating 

public opinion. There is also concern 

about the level of media ownership 

concentration, reaching critical levels. 

New oligarchs have been using their 

fortunes to buy newspapers to reinforce 

their influence - and there’s a great 

participation of the government in doing 

so.  

• Northern Europe (Finland)  

Finland is known as “the land of 

the free press, occupying proudly the 

second place of the 2019 World Press 

Freedom Index of the Reporters 

Without Borders Organization. This 

State has a diverse and high quality 

media market. Their journalists can 

write freely without interference from 

media owners or the government, which 

promotes transparency - all kinds of 

official documents are by default 

publicly available. Finland also has very 

effective laws and institutions to help 

guarantee press freedom. Self- 

censorship has not been an issue to the 

Finnish media professionals on political 

issues since the days of the Cold War, 

when their journalists used to criticize 

the Soviet Union.  

• Southeast Europe (Bulgaria, Greece 

and Romania)  
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Journalists situation in their 

countries are incredibly worrying. The 

threats on media professionals goes to 

censorship to terrorist attacks. In 

Greece, harassment of journalists by the 

far-right and the police continues while 

in Bulgaria corruption and collusion 

between media, politicians and 

oligarchs is widespread. The 

government allocates EU funding to 

media outlets with a lack of 

transparency to bribe recipients to go 

easy on the government on their 

reporting or to refrain from covering 

certain problematic stories altogether. 

Threats against reporters have also 

increased in Bulgaria, to the extent that 

journalism is now very dangerous in 

this country.  

Now, in Romania, the lack of 

government consideration and political 

censorship are main features of the 

current media landscape. The media 

have been turned into political 

propaganda tools and their funding 

mechanisms are opaque or even 

corrupted, subordinating their editorial 

policies to owner interests. Some anti-

corruption laws are being made so that 

their politicians can try to escape prison 

by controlling their judicial system and 

courts. The Council does not really 

fulfill its regulatory role and does not 

condemn abuses. The authorities are 

constantly trying to silence any 

criticism and pressuring journalists to 

reveal their source. A few independent 

media groups have managed to survive 

among the big media groups, but they 

are subjected to arbitrary tax and 

finance inspections whenever they 

criticize powerful politicians. Also, the 

authorities, private sector and 

individuals began invoking EU’s 

General Data Protection Regulation 

(GDPR) as grounds for denying access 

to information.  

• Middle East (Saudi Arabia, Iraq 

and Turkey)  

The media in Middle East are 

mostly political tools and whoever goes 

against that are in serious trouble. 

Journalists are often victims of armed 

attacks, arrests or intimidation by pro-

government and even government 

militias. Turkey is the world’s biggest 

jailer of professional journalists, in 

some cases as long as life imprisonment 

with no possibility of a pardon. 

Censorship pf websites and online 
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social media has reached unprecedented 

levels. Murders of journalists go 

unpunished. Iraq still has no law on 

access to state-held information and 

internet access was cut in 2018 during a 

wave of protests that were violently 

suppressed. Saudi Arabia permits no 

independent media and authorities keep 

Saudi journalists under close 

surveillance - even when they are 

abroad, as Jamal Khashoggi’s murder in 

Istanbul illustrated. Salman has 

intensified the repression since his 

appointment as crown prince. Mostly 

are being held arbitrary and are likely 

subjected to torture. Journalists who 

voice criticism or analyses political 

problems are liable to be fired or 

detained under criminal code 

provisions.  

• Southeast Asia (Indonesia, Brunei 

Darussalam, Bangladesh, Nepal and 

Myanmar)  

Violence and press freedom 

violations against journalists keep on 

growing in Southeast Africa, despite 

hopes in otherwise. In Indonesia, both 

foreign and local reporters who try to 

document the Indonesian military’s 

abuses are liable to be arrested. Many 

journalists say they censor themselves 

because of threats from an anti-

blasphemy law. The same happens in 

Brunei, where blasphemy or criticism of 

the Sultan are free intervened by the 

authorities, but it's rarely needed 

because of the repressive legislation. 

Self-censorship is a rule for journalists 

working for state-owned channels and 

the leading daily newspaper - owned by 

the sultan’s family. Publishing any 

content against the “prominence of the 

National Philosophy” is punishable by 

three years in prison and any 

independently reported information 

risks being prosecuted on a criminal 

defamation charge. In Bangladesh even 

political activists practice violence 

against reporters in the field, arbitrary 

blocking news websites and arresting 

journalists. The judicial system is used 

to silence those who annoy the 

government. Negative propaganda is 

punishable by up to 14 years in prison 

meanwhile radical islamists harass and 

murder journalists and bloggers who 

dare to defend and overly secular vision 

of society. In Nepal, the new criminal 

code adopted in 2018 poses major new 

threats to press freedom because several 

of its provisions hamper investigative 
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reporting and restrict criticism of public 

figures. There’s also now an anti-media 

rhetoric which government 

representatives began using and was 

widely reproduced in government 

media. In Myanmar, journalists hoped 

to never have to fear arrest for 

critiquing the government again with 

the National League for Democracy’s 

first election victory, however media 

freedom is clearly not one of the 

priorities of the government.  

• Western Africa (Cameroon and 

Nigeria)  

Press freedom continues to 

decline in Cameroon. The internet has 

been more disconnected than in any 

other African country. Biya’s reelection 

has been marked by many abuses 

against journalists. Reporters were 

subjected to threats, attacks, 

intimidation and arrests both during the 

election itself and again when the 

results were disputed. Arbitrary 

detention continues to be frequent. In 

Nigeria, Africa’s most populous country 

has more than 100 independent 

newspapers and yet, covering stories 

involving politics proves to be 

problematic. The latest election was 

marked by an unprecedented level of 

disinformation, especially on social 

networks, spread by officials within the 

two parties. Journalists are often 

threatened, subjected to physical 

violence or denied access to information 

by government officials and sometimes, 

the public itself. Online freedom is 

restricted by a 2015 cyber-crime law 

that is widely used to arrest and 

prosecute journalists.  

• Northern Africa (Morocco)  

Morocco’s media professionals 

are experiencing growing judicial 

harassment. The authorities deliberately 

obstruct the national and foreign media 

that tries to cover protests, as well as 

migration - a subject that is now off 

limits. Several foreign reporters were 

expelled and both professional and 

citizen- journalists are currently 

imprisoned and courts have imposed jail 

terms and fines. The Moroccan Ministry 

of Culture and Communication has 

declared this report as “baseless and 

lacking credibility”.  

• South of Africa (Eswatini and 

Namibia)  
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Namibia’s constitution 

guarantees free speech and protection to 

the journalists, but the lack of a freedom 

of information law obstructs their work. 

The ones who criticize the authorities 

are considered a threat and are targets 

for insults. Most of them are now 

counting with the internet to work, since 

there’s less control in there, but pro-

government media are getting even 

larger and taking advantage from the 

available advertising, which is 

threatening the financial prospects of 

the independent media.  

In contrast, Eswatini is an 

absolute monarchy that prevents 

journalists to work freely. Any criticism 

of the regime is a subject for 

prosecution, which can be severely 

punishable by their laws. The 

government is obsessed with secrecy, 

making it hard to access information. 

The state has total control over the 

media. The only private owned TV 

channel belongs to the King’s family. 

Harassment, intimidation and physical 

violence are common but rarely 

reported for fear of reprisals.  

• Central Africa (Uganda and 

Rwanda)  

Intimidation and violence are 

almost two daily occurrences in the 

lives of the Uganda’s journalists. The 

security services, which are the leading 

press freedom violators, often target 

journalists, arresting them arbitrarily. 

There’s no room for criticism. Any of 

the kind can result in beating or 

abduction. Uganda’s president for now 

33 years often uses hate speech in 

reference to the media, calling them 

parasites. Charges of treason under the 

criminal code carries a heavy sentence 

and are often used to gag the media. In 

Rwanda the situation is not much 

different. Foreign journalists are often 

unable to obtain the visas and 

censorship is everywhere. The 

legislation is very oppressive despite a 

new media law and development of 

internet connections.  

• Australia (Australia)  

Australia has a high 

concentration of media ownership, 

although it has a good public one. The 

“Your Right to Know” campaign shows 

a reduction of space left for demanding 

investigative journalism. Australia 

adopted one of the toughest defamation 

laws of the world’s liberal democracies 
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in 2018; also, its laws on national 

security make covering these issues 

almost impossible - they create 

extensive lists of criminal offenses with 

uniformly severe penalties and confer 

vast powers on police and intelligence 

agencies to search and surveil and even 

detain. Attacks on specific journalists 

by the AFP have revealed the fragile 

state of press freedom in Australia.  

 

FINAL CONSIDERATIONS 

This unprecedented 

phenomenon, also due to the high flow 

of information and the development of 

technologies, has affected the media. In 

addition, journalists around the world 

play a considerable role in society in 

communicating the news that occurs 

around the world, remembering that 

they have the right to freedom of the 

press, but as seen in previous topics, it 

is not always unsured. 

All this foment a scenario of 

uncertainty and mistrust for those who 

work in the business. Therefore, all 

delegates should discuss ways to 

stabilize and bring solutions on how to 

improve the issue, considering the 

effects on their respective countries. To 

achieve this end, it is always necessary 

to follow the politics of the country to 

be represented. 

This is a topic that involves the 

core of the ILO that aims to discuss and 

assess the causes and effects of the risks 

that media professionals have suffered. 

Thus, the objective is to bring the real 

problems on the subject and jointly 

evaluate the possible exists for 

resolution or improvement of the issue. 

Always aiming at an approximation of 

the Members States to develop policies 

and devise programs or measures that 

promote decent work for all women and 

men. 

POSITION PAPER 

The Position Paper is an official 

document in which each delegate must 

expose its statement regarding the 

theme of discussion, representing the 

interests and objectives of the 

represented country in relation with the 

agreements and specific contributions 

within the ILO Committee.  

The Paper must respect the basic 

norms of ABNT (Brazilian Association 

of Technical Norms), such as: 
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• Font: Times New Roman; // 

Size: 12pt; // Text Color: Black;  

• A4 Paper; // Spacing: 1,5pt // 

Paragraph Spacing: 0pt;  

• Margin: 2cm - left, right, upper, 

bottom // Justified;  

• Coat of Arms or National 

Emblem of the State on the 

Upper Right Corner - in case of 

Committees that are not States, 

such as representatives, use only 

the Committee logo on the 

Upper Left Corner;  

• Committee logo on the Upper 

Left Corner - in case of no logo, 

it’s allowed to use the 

Committee Flag or in case of a 

Presidential Office, use the 

State’s Coat of Arms;  

• Official State name between the 

Emblem/Coat of Arms and the 

Committee logo, centralized, in 

bold and caps lock;  

• Delegates’ signature on Bottom 

Right Corner, on top of a line 

that indicates the official 

position underneath (example: 

Ambassador, Head of State, 

etc.);  

• The name must be the name of 

the actual representative of the 

organ, in case this information is 

not available the student can put 

its own name.  

• The Position Paper must be 1 

page only.  

To assist the elaboration of the 

Paper, it’s important to be guided by 

these questions: what’s your country’s 

reputation on the matter?; In accordance 

with the Committee discussion, is it 

your country’s interest to cooperate or 

compromise with press freedom?; What 

can be done on your country to soften or 

settle the issue?  

Those questions are for research 

guidance only. The Paper must be 

elaborated in a discursive way, not 

question/answer way. The use of first-

person verbs must be avoided and styles 

such as bold, italic and underline. 

Remember it is a formal document, 

therefore it is not allowed the use of 

colloquial language structures.  

Do not forget to attend the 

foreign policy of the represented State 

when elaborating the document for 

incoherences on official positions.  

The practice of plagiarism is a 

crime. If plagiarism is detected in any 
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delegation’s Paper, it will have its 

document annulled and its Paper scored 

zero in the assessment. Try to do the 

document with your own words to avoid 

problems and provide academic 

progress.  
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